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What do these pharmacists have in common? 



mClinicaôsTB study in Indonesia: 

Å5,637 prescriptions of 527,170 collected in Jakarta in 

2016

Å90% of the time, patients buy individual medicines 

(monotherapies) for TB instead of standard of care 

(combination therapies)
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regimen combination) during SnapRx Pilot, (n=5,637)
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mClinicaôsTB study in Vietnam: 

Å392 prescriptions of 391,508 collected in Ho Chi Minh 

City in 2016

Å77% of the time, patients buy individual medicines 

(monotherapies) for TB instead of standard of care 

(combination therapies)

ÅPatients bought less than 30 pills per transaction 

24% of the time
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Distribution of TB transactions according to number of 
drugs per regimen during SnapRx Pilot in Viet Nam, 

2016 (n=392).
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SnapRx Pilot in Viet Nam, 2016 (n=392)                                                                                              



mClinicaôsTB study in the Philippines: 

Å345 prescriptions of 49,103 collected in Metro Manila 

in 2016

Å36% of the time, patients buy individual medicines 

(monotherapies) for TB instead of standard of care 

(combination therapies)

ÅPatients buy an average of only 2.4 pills per 

transaction
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Breakdown of TB related transactions 
during the SnapRx Pilot Philippines, 2016 (n=345)
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AVERAGE 2.4 Tablets/ Transaction
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Breakdown of number of tablets purchased 
during the SnapRx pilot Philippines, 2016 (n=345)

Despite 6 months of treatment standard, 118 (34%) 

transactions contained 1-7 tablets only.



Patients frequently self-medicate. 

Pharmacists should: 

ÅParticipate in DOT

ÅMonitor patients and improve treatment adherence

ÅAssess the appropriateness, efficacy, and safety of 

anti-TB therapy

ÅEducate on expected outcomes, side effects, and 

interactions 

ÅScreen patients with comorbidities

ÅReport cases and make referrals



What do these pharmacists have in common? 



What is the most popular form of communication in 

Southeast Asia? 





ÅMore than 90% of internet users in SEA are on smartphones

ÅThey spend more time on mobile internet than anywhere 

else in the world with an average of 3.6 hours per day 

(Google and Temasek, 2016)

Source: Hootsuite 
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